The owner of a small record shop is watching his security camera and suspects a customer of stealing a CD.  This is the only customer in the store at the time, so the owner goes to the front door, locks it, and then approaches the customer.  The customer claims that he has not stolen anything and then makes for the door, finding that it is locked.  The store owner gets angry and insists that he has seen the customer take something.  The customer empties his pockets, showing nothing was stolen, and then demands to be let out of the store.  The owner refuses to let the customer out until the police arrive.

The customer sues the record shop owner, claiming that the owner falsely imprisoned him.  The customer demands that he be compensated for personal grief from this incident.

PLAINTIFF’S ARGUMENTS:

DEFENDANT’S ARGUMENTS:

1.  What details are important in determining the outcome of this case?
2.  What important details might come into play that are not mentioned in the description above?
3.  Who do you side with in this case, the customer or the shop owner?  Why?
 

